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The Indian Reserves In British Columbia 
are in a very unsatisfactory condition, being 
small and insufficient, and in m a n y cases 
not valuable. 20 acres for each head of a 
family was the quantil y finally agreed upon 
between the Dominion and Provincial 
Governments , but the Provincial Govern­
m e n t consider this to apply to future re­
serves >~nly, and as m a n y existing reserves 
do not contain two acres to a family, 
the a l lo tment of reserves has consequently 
been suspended, and a good deal or irrita­
tion is felt be the Indians . 

Considerable advance has been made in 
agriculture r y several of the bands, especi­
ally a t Cowichan, on Vancouver Island, and 
on the Lower Fraser, on the K'imloops 
reserve, 60 acres of grain were snwn The 
Indians ou the west coast of Vancouver, 
had never made any a t t empt to grow crops 
till the present year, bu t a judicious present 
of spades, hoes, &c. being made, they have 
commenced clearing available patches 
with a vif w to cultivation They have very 
little prairie land, their land being chieflv 
dente. heavily t imbered if rest. On the N . 
W. coast of the mainland and t j Charlotte's 
Island the country near the coast is rocky 
and thick with pines, but Ihe. natives grow 
potatoes on old village si*es and along the 
banks of the s t r eams . Here the sea and 
rivers teem with fish at all seasons. 

At Cownhsn and oti the Lower Fraser, 
the Indians are beginning to purchase and 
breed horses and cattle; and i n t h e l n f r i o r , 
there is great scarcity of grazing lane's for 
their stock, which is counted by the thou­
sand, and an addition of pastoral tracts is 
necessary besides the 20 acres set ap;.rt lor 
each family. 

The Songees Reserve, near Victoria is 
very valuable, but useless for the Indians 
from its p ioximi ty to the city. Tne sale of 

this and removal nf the Indians to a more 
suitable location is earnestly recommended 
*-'even reserves on the mainland and nine 
on the Island have been divided into20acre 
allotments, but a large par t of the land is ni 
poor quality, and extensive additions will 
be necessary, 

Fish is ihe stapla product of aii the coast 
Indians AH kinds are found in great abun­
dance, but the s ;x varieties of salmon give 
the most constant article of diet. The doe 
nsh yields large quantities or oil. The ex­
port of fish oil and furs almost entire y ob­
tained by Indians amounted in J874 to 
$352,078. ana th«t of cranberries to $2,000. 
Verv few schools have as yet been estab­
lished—9 were aided with grants in lb74, and 
toe number is likely to be increased. ' 

The recent Dominion Liqunr Law has 
given a great blow to the Whiskey traffic 
and the penalty hstviug been fully exacted 
ha^ had a m r s t beneficial effect; but 
from recent info-mation received, it appears 
t h a t the Alaska Indian- ara extensively 
engaged in ihe manufacture of Whi-key 
from mo'a3ses or sugar and potatoes una 
s u c b b e r i i e s a s s r e to be found durimg the 
s u m m e r months, and have commui icated 
a knowledge of its manufacture to the 
Queen Charlotte's 'slaLd Indians and some 
t r b e s o n the mainland. All liquor being 
by the II S. Government excluded from 
A'asKa, it seems the solders stationed at 
Sitka, began to m a k e i t lot themselves and 
taught the secret to the natives, wlao find 
it profitable to m a k e it for sale to the 
whites. Some action by the Dominion 
o o v e r n m e n t 13 therefore rendertd neces­
sary. 

With the single exception of the land 
difficulty peace and conte 11 revails among 
the Indiaus of B. Columbia. 

flmninum ^poh.imejtts. 
From 1st October, 1874. to 30f'' Sept., 1S75. 

{Compiled from Official Gazette.) 
October 1st— W ajer-General ltd ward Selby 

Smi th to be Adjutant-General of Militia 
of Canada 
Patr ick I. Foley. Esq., of N e w Bandou, 
N . B., to be Sub-collector in Cut-toms. 
Donald Campbell, Esq., cf Boulardarie, JM 
B., to be do. do., 

12—Wm. Aifred Blmswor tb , Esq., Clerk of 
the Pr ivy Council for Canada, and Ed­
ward Allan Meredith, Esq., Dy. of Min.of 
the Interior, to be Deps. for signing 
Money War ran t s , 

20—Capt. Hardy J o h n Canton Haly . 2nd 
E a s t Norfolk Militia, to be Ext raa ide-de-
c a m p from 12th Oct. 

Nov. 4th—Louis Bonaventure Caron, Esq., 
Adv. of Quebec, to be Puisne Judge of 
Superior Court ofQ. 
W m . Ba-tlett, of Windsor, Ont., to be 
L s n ling Wai te r and Searcher in Customs 
J e a n Baptlste bissonnette, of St. John's , 
Q,. to be do. do. do. 
Samuel Cochran Kerr, of Ottawa, Ont., 
to be do. do. and Locker in Do. 

5th—Hon. W m . Rnss, of St. Anne's, N . 8 . 
to be Collector in Customs. 
Fred. T. Boardman, Esq., of Have'ock, ft, 
to ba Landing Waiter and Searcher in do. 
George Aug. B'dell , Esq., of Anderdon, 
N . B„ to be Sub-collector in do. 
Fred . W m . Brown, Esq., of Grand Falls, 
JV.B., to be Sub- Collector in do. 
Hugh BlackadaJ. Esq., of Halilaj., :..o-, 
to be Postmaster of Halifax. 
Chas. S. Ke tchum, Esq., of St. John, H. 
B., to be Warden of the Penitentiary at 
S t . John . 

12th—Au. Brownson, Esq., of Dunvllle, Ont' 
to be a Collector in Customs. 

17th—Horatio Ne'son Case, Esq.. of Ham­
ilton, Ont., to be Postmaster of Hamilton, 

D e c 12th—Peter Hackey. of Bathurst,N.B, 
to be Harbour Master of t ha t Port. 
I rwine Whitley Binney, of Moncton. «• 
B . to be Landing Wai ter and Seaicherin 
Customs. 

15i.h—Wm. Merri t t Shaw, of Port Credit 
Ont., to be do. do. do. 

YBAK BOOK AND ALMANAC OF CANADA FOR 1876. 


